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Services is not allowed to negotiate. 
Not only are we not allowed to bring 
drugs in from Canada, but the Sec-
retary of HHS is not allowed to sit 
down with Pfizer and say Pfizer, 
Merck, if you want the Medicare drug 
contract for X drug, and of course they 
do, so you say we are going to talk 
price, just like any other business 
would do. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I thought it was very inter-
esting that just last week the former 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, Tommy Thompson, in a speech to 
the Kaiser Foundation said it was his 
biggest frustration in the negotiations 
on the Medicare prescription drug re-
form bill because he believed the Sec-
retary should have that ability, that 
the Secretary, just like they do in the 
VA, should have the ability to nego-
tiate those discounts, and it absolutely 
ties the hands of the Health and 
Human Services Secretary. 

In talking about this in his speech to 
the Kaiser Foundation, he said, unfor-
tunately, membership of the leadership 
of his party, including the President, 
did not agree, and he was not able to 
get through to them that that was an 
important component, to reduce those 
prices. 
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What we have here is we have a So-
cial Security plan, or an outline of a 
plan, that is going to harm young peo-
ple and hopefully not harm older peo-
ple who are imminently collecting ben-
efits or already collecting benefits. 

It is hard to get young people to 
think about when they are going to 
collect Social Security. We are having 
town hall meetings for younger people 
and trying to get them to come, and 
talk to them about why they should 
think about this, because it is not 
looming on the horizon of their lives. 
And then we have Medicare. We also 
with our generation have a group of 
people who just are not thinking about 
whether Medicare will be there for 
them. They just feel like they are in-
vincible, and there are no major health 
care issues for most people in our gen-
eration. 

We have got to make sure that we 
continue to pound the drum on this 
issue and talk to as many people as we 
can, because if we do not, we will all 
get caught asleep at the switch. As a 
result, this train will run smack into a 
wall at the point in our lives when we 
do need to worry about it. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. The gentlewoman 
makes a great point about just kind of 
how the whole system is working right 
now. Basically by not having the Sec-
retary of HHS be able to negotiate 
down the drug prices and by not free- 
trading pharmaceuticals, it is basically 
corporate welfare. It is basically public 
taxpayer, hard-earned money coming 
down here, and we are giving it to the 

pharmaceutical companies and inflated 
drug costs through the Medicare pro-
gram. So we have corporate welfare 
going to the most profitable industry 
in the world right now. Then you give 
tax cuts to those people who make 
more than $350,000 a year so they do 
not have to pay. You reduce the cor-
porate tax rate so those shareholders, 
and those people who benefit most 
from moving jobs overseas get the tax 
benefits there, too. And then you are 
cutting services here with Medicaid 
and food stamps and education, the 
Pell grant and everything that we have 
talked about. And now you want to go 
try to mess with Social Security. 

So if you see what is happening down 
here, if you take a step back and you 
see the whole process, there is all this 
corporate welfare going to all the big 
major corporations, they get all the 
tax cuts, the people who run those 
companies get tax cuts, and the rich 
get richer, and the poor are getting 
poorer. They say, well, that’s class 
warfare. Mark Shields had a great line. 
He said, The war’s over. The rich won. 
There is not much there anymore. But 
that is the way things are going, and 
that is why it is so important that at 
the bare minimum we keep that basic 
Social Security system in place. 

I think having discussions like we 
are having tonight and town hall meet-
ings, I think it has been very success-
ful. The response I am getting, and I 
know the response the gentlewoman is 
getting down in Florida, and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK), who 
could not be with us tonight, is get-
ting, and all our colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle are getting it. 

I yield to the gentlewoman for any 
final comments that she may like to 
make. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Just a 
couple, because I think we again need 
to maybe finish up by zeroing in on the 
impact that this proposed privatization 
scheme would have. The private ac-
counts do not make up for the 46 per-
cent cut in benefits that would be part 
of this proposal. A 20-year-old who en-
ters the workforce this year would lose 
about $152,000 in Social Security bene-
fits under the Bush proposal. 

Social Security provides disability 
insurance that young families need, 
and there is no private insurance plan 
that can compete with the Social Secu-
rity disability benefits that are offered. 
The cost of those benefits bought pri-
vately would be beyond most people’s 
ability to pay for them. For a worker 
in her mid-twenties with a spouse and 
two children, Social Security provides 
the equivalent of a $350,000 disability 
insurance policy, again not one that 
most people can afford to pay out of 
pocket for. And suppose, God forbid, 
you have a young parent that dies sud-
denly. Social Security provides for the 
children who are left behind. Social Se-
curity survivors benefits will replace as 

much as 80 percent of the earnings for 
a 25-year-old average-wage worker who 
dies leaving two children and a young 
spouse. For that parent, Social Secu-
rity survivors benefits are equivalent 
to a $403,000 life insurance policy. 

What we have been trying to do in 
our Thirtysomething Working Group is 
explain to our generation what the re-
ality would be in their lives without 
Social Security as a continued safety 
net. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Absolutely. I hope 
from the responses we have been get-
ting, it sounds like some people are lis-
tening. 

Thirtysomethingdems@mail.house.- 
gov. Send us an e-mail, or you can go 
to the Web site, democratic-
leader.house.gov/thirtysomething, and 
join in our discussion. We will be happy 
to read some of the e-mails. We have 
been off for the last few weeks, so 
maybe next week we will read some. 

I would also like to say before we 
close up, the President of the Ukraine, 
Victor Yushchenko, is going to be here 
tomorrow. If you had followed every-
thing that was going on with the West 
and the Russians and the poisoning, it 
was like a soap opera going on. I think 
it is an important point for us to make, 
he is going to be talking to a joint ses-
sion of Congress, his election and his 
uprising and his move to power in the 
Ukraine was led by young people. 

We need to continue to try to encour-
age, not everyone has to run for office, 
not everyone has to be involved to the 
extent they make a career out of it, 
but it is so important when you see 
what is going on down here day in and 
day out and the lack of, I think, long- 
term vision. It is important because 
the young people are the ones who are 
going to be involved in the system 
longer than all of us are because they 
are younger. It is important for their 
voice to be heard. 

I thank the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida. We missed the gentleman from 
Florida, but I know he will be back 
with us next week. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. WATERS (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and April 6 on ac-
count of a funeral in the district. 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER (at the request of 
Mr. DELAY) for today on account of ill-
ness. 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request 
of Mr. DELAY) for today and the bal-
ance of the week on account of illness. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 
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(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. COOPER, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. GUTKNECHT) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. MCCOTTER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BILIRAKIS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today 

and April 6. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, today and April 12. 
Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BOUSTANY, for 5 minutes, April 6. 
Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, April 6 

and 7. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 

today and April 6. 
Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, April 6 and 7. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Mr. TRANDAHL, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 1270. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund fi-
nancing rate. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of 
the following title: 

S. 686. An act for the relief of the parents 
of Theresa Marie Schiavo. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on March 23, 2005 he pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill. 

H.R. 1270. To amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to extend the Leaking Under-
ground Storage Tank Trust Fund financing 
rate. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 52 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, April 6, 2005, at 10 
a.m. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1321. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Thiophanate-methyl; Pes-
ticide Tolerances for Emergency [OPP-2005- 
0011; FRL-7699-3] received March 18, 2005, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

1322. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Mesotrione; Pesticide Tol-
erance [OPP-2005-0049; FRL-7703-1] received 
March 18, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

1323. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Dinotefuran; Pesticide Tol-
erance [OPP-2005-0003; FRL-7695-5] received 
March 18, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

1324. A letter from the Deputy Chief of 
Naval Operations (Manpower and Personnel), 
Department of Defense, transmitting notifi-
cation of a decision to implement perform-
ance by the Most Efficient Organization 
(MEO) for the Public Works Center Mainte-
nance and Repair of Building and Structures 
in San Diego, CA (initiative number 
NC20020795); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

1325. A letter from the Assistant Attorney 
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report entitled ‘‘Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
(OJJDP) Annual Report 2003-2004,’’ pursuant 
to 42 U.S.C. 5617; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

1326. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Labor-Management Programs, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the An-
nual Report of the U.S. Department of La-
bor’s Office of Labor-Management Standards 
(OLMS), covering OLMS activities from Oc-
tober 1, 2003 through September 30, 2004; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

1327. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the FY 2004 Performance Report for 
the Animal Drug User Fee Act (ADUFA), en-
acted on November 18, 2003 (Pub. L. 108-199); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

1328. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of State Implementation Plans; Designation 
of Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes; 
State of Arizona; Maricopa County Area; 
Technical Correction [AZ 135-0085; FRL-7879- 
3] received March 8, 2005, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

1329. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Emission Stand-
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutants; Delega-
tion of Authority to Texas [R06-OAR-2004- 
TX-0004; FRL-7886-4] received March 15, 2005, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

1330. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 

Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Finding of Failure to Sub-
mit Section 110 State Implementation Plans 
for Interstate Transport for the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards for 8-hour 
Ozone and PM 2.5 [FRL-7885-7] received 
March 15, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1331. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Oregon 
Visibility Protection Plan [Docket # R10- 
OAR-2005-OR-0002; FRL-7881-4] received 
March 15, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1332. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Maine; 
Control of Total Reduced Sulfur From Kraft 
Pulp Mills; Withdrawal of Direct Final Rule; 
and Correction [R01-OAR-2004-ME-0002; A-1- 
FRL-7884-7] received March 15, 2005, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

1333. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Maintenance Plan Revisions; Ohio [R05- 
OAR-2005-OH-0001; FRL-7886-7] received 
March 15, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1334. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Alabama: Final Authoriza-
tion of State Hazardous Waste Management 
Program Revision [FRL-7884-4] received 
March 15, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1335. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Tennessee: Final Authoriza-
tion of State Hazardous Waste Management 
Program Revision [FRL-7883-5] received 
March 8, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1336. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Maine; 
NOx Control Program [R01-OAR-2005-ME- 
0001; A-1-FRL-7881-2] received March 8, 2005, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

1337. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Rule to Reduce Interstate 
Transport of Fine Particular Matter and 
Ozone (Clean Air Interstate Rule); Revisions 
to Acid Rain Program; Revisions to the NOx 
SIP Call [OAR-2003-0053-FRL-7885-9] received 
March 18, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1338. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — North Carolina: Final Au-
thorization of State Hazardous Waste Man-
agement Program Revision [FRL-7888-3] re-
ceived March 18, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
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